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formal sunnah prostrations in the vast grassy area outside;
if not, he performs them in the place he has secured. Thus,
at the same time, a single line may show worshippers in
every posture of prayer. At noon a dozen or more sheikhs,
in the gallery opposite the pulpit, begin to chant verses of
the Koran, or hymns composed for the service. At the
mention of the name of Mohammed, those who are not taken
up with their own devotions murmur, in true Methodist
style, "God prayed for him and blessed him!" In the
meantime the imam has been donning the especial Friday
vestments—a green cloak or sort of soutane and an ample
green turban. Staff in hand, he walks through the long
lines, preceded by a lesser sheikh acting as verger, to clear
the way. At the gate of the pulpit stairs they pause, while
the verger turns to the people and warns them, by quoting
a saying of the prophet, not to disturb the service, even by
whispering "Be quiet" to a neighbor! While the imam.
is making his slow and stately ascent of the high pulpit stairs
with a pause on each step,1 the great mosque is sounding with
the call to prayer. Verse by verse the verger repeats this
adhan; verse by verse it is echoed by the sheikhs in the
gallery; verse by verse it is caught up by a singer at the
door, who in a loud voice passes on the holy summons to
the hundreds of worshippers outside extended in parallel
lines over the ancient court-yard.
The imam has now completed his ascent of the pulpit,
and, staff laid aside, is standing between the two banners
of the mosque, ready to begin the sermon. This lasts for
fifteen or twenty minutes, and may be delivered extempore,
but more often is the sermon for the day read from a printed
book of discourses for every Friday in the year. They treat
of subjects of practical morality: the vanity of the present
world, the evanescence of kingly power, the importance of
good works. After the sermon, the imam offers a prayer
for the sultan, which he may have written out and com-
mitted to memory. While he is praying, the people may
take advantage of a favorable opportunity, as they sit silent,
!The imam sometimes repeats the fat'hah, or first chapter of the
Koran on each step.

